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Chris Hawthorne


[image: image2..pict]A man of the sea as much as he is a man of the arts, Chris Hawthorne has achieved international recognition for his large, colorful, loosely-handled blown glass artwork.

A Detroit native, Chris Hawthorne had no formal training in art, but grew up in an art-friendly environment.  His father was an architect, many family friends were artists, and his parents always encouraged art as a viable career choice.  He began making glass art while working as a commercial fisherman of the Oregon coast in the mid-1970’s.

Through a mutual friend, he met Dale Chihuly, who invited him to further explore the medium.  His teachers included Dan Daily, and Lino Taglapietra, who supported his efforts to develop a colorful and painterly approach to glass sculpture.

Chris creates blown glass canvases, which blend in equal portions the concerns of sculptor and painter.

He says – “I prepare to work in the studio much like preparing a special meal.  The ingredients are ready, the plan is formulated and now the focus, timing, spontaneity and intuition must carry from beginning to end.  Hot glass has a rhythm and cadence that is dictated by the scale and design of the finished piece.  It cannot be rushed or delayed.  It must be caressed into existence with the determined persuasion and precise timing.

Working with glass allows me the luxury of uninterrupted focus on something I love to do.  When a piece is produced with all the preparation, work and timing assembled like a gourmet meal, the end product is something I am delighted to share.”
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